
Welcome to our License Division’s newsletter. A lot has happened in 

the last two years, but we are back and ready to give you the right 

tools to have a successful business and achieve your new year’s res-

olutions!  

 

Whether you need to check on your application status, or just ask if 

you need a license, the License Division is back in the office to assist 

you! Information is also available on our website at milwaukee.gov/

license.  

 

Many licenses require background investigations, inspections, or oth-

er actions before they can be issued. We advise you to research the 

requirements ahead of time; connect with your Alderperson, neigh-

bors, and community groups in the area. 

 

Remember to submit your application in a timely manner, as well as 

learn about the limitations of the license that you are applying for, to 

ensure you are opening and operating your business smoothly. Only 

you are responsible for knowing what you can and cannot do with 

your license. 

 

Enjoy the newsletter! 
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The Pivot program is availa-

ble to any new or existing 

tavern, liquor store, conven-

ience store, gas station, 

among other businesses. 

Any business owner, manag-

er or other relevant employ-

ees (up to 3 per business) 

may attend. Attendance is 

voluntary and the program is 

completely free! Visit milwau-

kee.gov/pivot for information.  

Register for a free Pivot 

Workshop at  

Pivot-

MKE.eventbrite.com 

Are you trying to start a new business? Have you been struggling to make sense 

of regulations relating to an existing business? Pivot Program can help you cut 

through the red tape and get your business operating successfully.  

 

If you have questions about getting a license or permit, resolving a problem, and 

understanding rules and regulations, we can help you by bringing city and state 

departments together through a free 2-hour workshop. You will also have the op-

portunity to ask questions pertinent to the each department, all in one place.  

 
Upcoming Events 2023 
 

Session 1 
 

Monday, February 6 -  2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

East Library Community Room - 2320 N. Cramer Street 

 

Session 2 
 

Monday, May 15  - 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Water Tower Building (3rd floor) - 4001 S. 6th Street 

 

Session 3 
 

Monday, July 31 - 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Health Department Conference Room - 7630 W Mill Rd 

 

Session 4 

 

Monday, October 16—2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Bay View Library Community Room - 2566 S Kinnickinnic Av 

of City of Milwaukee residen-

cy.  

A list of acceptable docu-

mentation can be found on 

the application and at 

www.milwaukee.gov/ID or 

visit our office located at 200 

E Wells St, Room 105 Mon-

day through Friday 8:15am – 

4:30pm. 

City residents can now obtain 

a Municipal Identification 

card that bears their signa-

ture. This feature provides a 

greater access to services. 

 

Am I eligible? How do I ap-

ply? Before an application 

can be processed, individu-

als will need to provide origi-

nal proof of identity and proof 

Municipal Identification 
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414-286-2221 

Common Council  

Operator  

dorothym.johnson@milwaukee.gov  Aide2@milwaukee.gov  Jonathan.Brostoff@milwaukee.gov rjbauma@milwaukee.gov 

ald05@milwaukee.gov  mcoggs@milwaukee.gov   Khalif.Rainey@milwaukee.gov  JoCasta.Zamarripa@milwaukee.gov   

aide09@milwaukee.gov   mmurph@milwaukee.gov mark.borkowski@milwaukee.gov  

C.C. President 

JPerez@milwaukee.gov 

scott.spiker@milwaukee.gov  Marina@milwaukee.gov  russell.stamper@milwaukee.gov 

Visit MyMilwaukeeHome to identify your District.  
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Licenses Committee 

 Milele A. Coggs (Chair)   

 Mark A. Borkowski (Vice Chair) 

 Mark Chambers, Jr.  

 

Understanding the licensing process... 

 Jonathan Brostoff 

 José G. Pérez  
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In general, one or more investigations with different departments are required after you apply 

for your license:  

Background investigations are the most common, and it normally takes up to two weeks after 

fingerprints are reportedï if your application requires fingerprinting, or after the application is 

submitted (whichever happens last); and up to a month for an alcohol application under the 

same circumstances. The report could include a personal and a premises investigation de-

pending on the license you are applying for, and all the items on the police report will be con-

sidered for the final decision.    

 

If you are operating within the city limits, you will need to contact the Department of Neighbor-

hood Services to obtain an occupancy permit or a home occupation statement. If the use is 

not permitted at that address, or if it is classified as a special use, you must seek authoriza-

tion from the Board of Zoning Appeals (BOZA). If BOZA is required, your application will move 

forward for approval after their decision is made. 

 

Other establishments will need a pre-inspection with the Health Department, and a re-

inspection if there are open orders.   

 

Some licenses may be approved administratively by your local Council Member, but many 

require to be scheduled to the Licenses Committee hearing for a recommendation, and then 

to the Common Council for a final decision.  This also includes administratively-denied appli-

cations that have been appealed. 

 

The Licenses Committee meets approximately every three weeks, with a recess in the month 

of August. In general, expect to wait 6 to 8 weeks for your license to be granted and issued.  

 

Keep this in mind and plan ahead!  
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Upcoming Licenses 

Committee 

Meetings: 

 February 14 

 March 7 

 March 29 

 April 25 

  

 

 

 

Disciplinary Actions 2022  

L I C E N S E  D I V I S I O N  

Upcoming 

Common Council 

Meetings: 

 February 7 

 February 28 

 March 21 

 April 28 
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Visit the Cityôs  

Legislative Research Center   



City Clerk’s Office 

License Division 

City Hall Room 105 

200 E. Wells Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Phone: (414) 286-2238 

Email: license@milwaukee.gov 

 

Common Council 

City Hall Room 205 

200 E. Wells Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Phone: (414) 286-2221 

We love getting feedback about this and other License Division content. Whether you have 

questions or suggestions, would like to contribute to a future newsletter or just feel like sending us a 

digital high-five, you can reach us at redtaperescue@milwaukee.gov or complete our survey at 

city.milwaukee.gov/LicenseSurvey. 

Directory 

Milwaukee Police Department -  

Fingerprinting 

951 N. James Lovell Street, Room 

330 

milwaukee.gov/police/Police-Districts/

maps 

 

MPD License Investigation Unit 

(414) 935-7430 

 

Wisconsin Department of 

Revenue 

819 N. 6th Street, Room 408 

(414) 227-4000  

revenue.wi.gov 

Health Department 

841 N. Broadway, Room 304 

(414) 286-3674 

Email: cehadmin@milwaukee.gov 

 

Department of City 

Development 

Development Center 

Permit Desk 

809 N. Broadway, 1st Floor 

(414) 286-8210 

Email: 

developmentcenterinfo@ilwauke

e.gov 
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